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BOARD RETREAT 
 
On Wednesday, February 23, Northern Community Mediation 
held its annual, Board retreat. At City Park Grill in Petoskey. In 
order to be efficient and not to starve to death, the Board 
committees worked while they ate dinner. It cannot go without 
being said that many great ideas came out of the meeting. This 
is a remarkable Board of Directors for NCM. 
 
For information purposes, the officers are as follows: 

 Brian Kasiborski, President & Staff Compensation 
Committee Chairperson 

 Kirstyn Horan, Vice President & Funding Committee 
Chairperson 

 Suzi Kanine, Secretary 
 Hugh Conklin, Treasurer 
 Mitch Brown, Member-at-Large & Facilities 

Committee Chairperson 
Other Board members are  

 Mark Andresky, Investment Committee Chairperson 
 Jenny Brower, Marketing Committee Chairperson 
 Bill Cattin 
 Phil Harmon 
 Emily Hoffman 
 Maureen Hollocker 
 Lisa Hoyt 
 Hob Ingleson 
 Brooke Jacoby 
 Cyndy Tonkavich 

 
MICHIGAN AGRICULTURAL MEDIATION PROGRAM 
 

 
 
If you know a farmer who has any type of conflict, suggest that 
she/he contact Northern Community Mediation. It does not 
matter what the dispute is about. If one of the parties is a 
farmer, the cost of any mediation that is done through one of the 
Citizen Dispute Resolution Centers is covered by the Michigan 
Agricultural Mediation Program. 
 

SURVEY ABOUT PEACE 
 
Simple question. Is world peace possible? Yes or No. Send your 
answer to jane@northernmediation.org  
 

USEFUL FACT ABOUT PEACE 
 
Iceland has been the most peaceful country in the world since 
2008. Syria has been the least peaceful for the past five years. 

A FUTURE MEDIATOR? 

 
Pictured: Eleanor Dawn Hoffman 
 
Also known as “Too Cute for Words,” Ellie was born on 
Monday, February 14. Ellie weighed 5lbs 10oz and was 19” 
long. What a wonderful Valentine’s Day gift! The more than 
proud parents are Emily Hoffman, who is a Board member and 
mediator, and her husband Clark. And, almost two-year-old 
brother Ben is excited as well. 
 
Word on the street is that there might be another future mediator 
in the near future. 
 

UPDATE 
 
Most of you are probably aware of the fact that Case Manager 
Karen Cole has her plate more than full. On Thursday, February 
17, her mom had to have some relatively minor back surgery. 
Then, on Wednesday, February 23 her husband Ed had triple 
bypass surgery. You may want to send her an e-mail or card. 
 

TEAM WORK 
 
As the expression goes, “The beat goes on.” With Karen’s being 
out of the office for two weeks, Case Manager Laura 
Buckingham has been handling all of the cases in Karen’s 
absence. If you get a chance, send her an e-mail, thank her and 
tell her to hang in there. 
 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 
“When the power of love overcomes the love of power the world 
will know peace.” —Jimi Hendrix 
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