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Appreciation Gala
On Tuesday, May21, Northern Community Mediation (NCM) held its annual Appreciation Gala in the Resort Room of Stafford’s Perry Hotel. From 5:00pm to 5:45pm, over 30 guests enjoyed a social time with appetizers, wine and beer and interesting conversation. At 5:45 Executive Director asked for everyone’s attention so that the annual awards for 2018 could be presented.

The Rookie Mediator of the Year goes to a mediator who has been with NCM for less than two years and goes out of his/her way to be of assistance. Bill Malow received this award for always being available to do mediations, researching potential grant possibilities, and taking on the role of handy man for NCM. 

The Veteran Mediator of the Year also goes to someone who goes out of his/her way but has been involved with NCM for more than two years. Amy Stikovich was just that type of person. Besides being an effective mediator, when she would see that NCM was in need of help in some way, she was there to be of assistance.

The Advocate of the Year went to Brian Kasiborski. Not only does Brian serve on the board of directors, he looks for ways to promote mediation and NCM. In fact, it was his initiative that added an additional $1,000 to the NCM budget.

The Leah Award was created in 2005 in honor of Leah Green, who was a mediator, trainer, board member and advocate for mediation and NCM. She was exemplary in all that she did to promote the cause. This award is not given every year. For 2018, however, the staff of NCM felt that there was an individual who rose to the standards set by Leah Green. Steve Tresidder was that recipient. 

Following the presentation of the awards, guests continued to socialize. As Millar explains, 
“This event gives us an opportunity to say thank you not only to the award recipients, but also to all of our board members, mediators and other volunteers.” 
Northern Community Mediation is a non-profit organization that provides an alternative means of resolving conflict. Trained mediators, who meet with the parties involved in a dispute, facilitate so that the individuals themselves can resolve the conflict 

Anyone interested in learning more about Northern Community Mediation should contact Dr. Jane Millar at 231.487.1771.

Pictured from left to right: Amy Stikovich, Bill Malow, Steve Tresidder, Brian Kasiborski.
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