
“Peacemakers” 
 

Our center has been very busy.  As we enter the 4th Quarter, I am pleased 
to report that Northern Community Mediation leads the other centers across 
Michigan in the number of cases processed per 10,000 population.  Our center 
has process 22 cases per 10, 000 population.  The next closest center has 
processed 12 cases, and the remainder of the centers have processed ten cases 
or less per 10,000.    I am also pleased to report that we continue to mediate or 
conciliate 80% of the cases we open, and 77% of the cases mediated or 
conciliated reached agreement.  Kudos to the hard work of the intake staff 

and all of the mediators! 

 
 In this issue we are pleased to share with you the thoughts of two of our 
board members, the Rev. Tom Rellinger, minister of the Church of Christ, and 
the Rev. Tom Cook, minister of the First Presbyterian Church of Harbor Springs.  
Both Reverands Cook and Rellinger have looked at peace making in the 
community.  Their insight is welcome food for thought. 
 

In keeping with our peace keeping theme, Northern Community Mediation 
has two outreach activities to share. First, our annual meeting dinner.  On 
November 3rd we will be hosting Prof. Harry Mika of Central Michigan University 
as our guest speaker.  Prof Mika has long been involved in alternative dispute 
resolution.  (He was one of the founding architects of the Community Dispute 
Resolution Program).  Prof. Mika has been applying alternative dispute resolution 
and restorative justice principles to Northern Ireland.  In Prof. Mika’s words;  
“Real social healing, percolates up from the bottom.  It is a slow, long-term 
process that changes people’s attitudes and actions, not just their government.”  
Prof. Mika worked with many different parts of the system, including the courts, 
government and volunteer organizations.  Prof. Mika will focus on two community 
based organizations with whom he works, which use alternative dispute 
resolution. 
 

In Northern Ireland community policing is done mainly by paramilitary 
organizations rather than the police.  This has given rise to a parallel system of 
street justice.  Paramilitary policing in Loyalist and Republican areas of Northern 
Ireland often includes use of punishment violence and threats in response to 
crime and delinquency.  Alternative responses, largely prompted by ex-
combatants, seek to reduce such violence through the use of community 
mediation that is based upon principles of restorative justice.  Prof. Mika has 
been extensively involved in the implementation and evaluation of such 
initiatives.  This presentation will review the origins of punishment violence, basic 
restorative justice values, and the contours and impact of new community-based 
responses.  Anyone wishing to attend the dinner please contact Northern 
Community Mediation for ticket information at:  231-547-1771.  As space is 
limited, seats will be available on a first come, first served basis. 

 



Our second initiative is a Peace Banner.  The  focus of the banner is the 
simple tasks which children and adults can do to make their families, schools, 
and communities better places.  At the North Central Michigan College picnic in 
September, children had the opportunity to write out their task on a strip of fabric 
which was attached to the banner.  The strip represented their commitment to 
making a small change which would lead to larger changes.  It is our goal to have 
the banner travel to area schools and have each school add their ‘peace tasks’.   

 
As our next issue will not come out until January 2001, I would like to take 

this opportunity to wish you and yours a peaceful and blessed New Year.   
 
      Maartje Nolan 


