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WE WILL MISS YOU





Great gains often come with significant losses. Such is the case of our outgoing board members.





Lou Fantini has served on the Board since 1999. Fortunately, we will not lose him as a mediator. Although John Jarema has served on the Board since 2001, his responsibilities as Prosecuting Attorney and a new father keep him more than busy. The Honorable Fred Mulhauser has served on the Board since 1999. His contributions to the growth of NCM cannot be overstated.





I personally want to thank all three of these individuals. They have always worked for the welfare of NCM, provided innovative leadership, and made my job easier. You will be missed.





IN THE NEWS





To know June Jackson is to know that she is a Republican. Hence, it is no surprise that she is the newly elected vice president of the Republican Women’s Federation of Michigan. Congratulations, June.





TEN REASAONS WHY I BELIEVE IN CHRISTMAS





No two snowflakes are alike.


Tulips reappear  each spring.


Puppies make me giggle.


Lovers hold hands.


Hostages are freed.


More people in this world strive for peace and positive forces than for war and destruction.


The birth of each and every baby is miraculous.


The sun continues to rise and set, day after day, year after year, decade after decade.


Life lives on from one generation to the next, from grandparent to parent to child.


In spite of themselves, teenagers grow-up to be responsible adults.


But, even more than all of this, whether or not you or I believe literally in the tale of Christmas, the birth of Jesus and the hope it expresses is still the most beautiful story ever told.


				Jane Millar





HOLIDAY PARTY





It is time to set aside your work and join us for a little holiday spirit. Wednesday, December 7 is the date, 4:30 to 6:00 pm is the time, and 415 State Street is the location. Students from St. Francis School have decorated our tree, and the staff is anxiously anticipating your presence.





So that we have plenty of refreshments, do not forget to let us know whether or not you will be able to attend. Call 487.1771 with your reservation.





ANNUAL MEETING





Another Wednesday to set aside. We will have our Annual Meeting on Wednesday, January 25, 2006. At that time, we will welcome the new board members, thank the out-going board members, and recognize the contributions of our mediators.





As last year, our Annual Meeting will be held at Crooked Tree Arts Center. There is, however, a slight change from years past. Rather than having a luncheon, we will host a social gathering from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm.





Although you will receive an invitation, mark the date on your calendar now so that you do not miss the meeting.





WELCOME! WELCOME! WELCOME!





On January 25, we will welcome five new members to our Board of Directors.





As a mediator, Bruce Herbert was Mediator of the Year in 2004. Cliff Denay is a counselor at North Central Michigan College. The Honorable Richard Pajtas is the judge for the 33rd Circuit Court in Charlevoix. Steve Tresidder is an attorney in Petoskey, and The Reverend Mary Willis is minister of the First Congregational Church in Charlevoix.





All four of these individuals are a welcome addition to our Board. How fortunate for us that they have agreed to serve!
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